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14 May 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director

SUBJECT . The Mayaguez Incident - Sore, Germane
VYoints of Seamanship and Navagatig
Procedures

1. On 14 May. I spoke over the secure phone with
Captain Johnson, the Duty Captain in the U.5. Navy'.
Pentagon Operations Center, about normal navigating
procedures for merchant vessels proceeding from Homn:
Kong to the port of Sattalip.

2. Captain Johnson confirmed my impression thut
under normal procedures, masters would stand oif th:
South Vietnamese coast until they had rounded Gz Mar
Peninsula, then turn and take cssentially a rhuamb 1 ine
course for Sattahip. Adherence to such procedures, ant
such a course, would keep them well within the normal
and customary shivp channcl for vessels praceeding to

Sattahip.

3. These procedures are reflected in the lastruc
tions outlined in the U.S. Navy's sailing diréctiomns,
which are the authoritative guides employed by masters
of American flag vesscls. The precise outew limits of
the normal shipping channel for Sattahip arc mnot Spact -
fically defined but anyone clearing Ca Mau by a distanc:
of morc than, say, 20 miles and then taking a rhumb 1iae
shot to Sattahip would be following standard procedure

vl

and be following the guidance of the Navy's sailing directions.

4. The sailing directions do call attention to
hazards to mavigation. The islands in the Culf of

Thailand -- e.g Youlo Wai -- would be listed azs tazards

oty

to navigation, with explicit or implicit instructicns

that they he avoided as such. Current sailing dirccticas,

however, do not coatain cautions about the territorial
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waters aspccts of these islands, i.e., a master would b
expected to stand sufficiently clear of cach of them to
avoid physical risk to his ship but would not be undoav
any order to avoid coming closer than 12 miles to any
point on any such island. Ships travelling the norral
shipping lanes, in fact, regularly clipped these 1slauds
much closer than 12 miles and, indeed, under certain

sea or weather conditions sometimes made a coursc
between them.

5. I asked Captain Johnson specifically whothe o
under maritime law and normally accepted rules and
procedures in effect as of 12 May 1975 (when the Mayague:z
was-seized approximately eight nautical miles SSW of
Poulo Wai), the master of the Mayaguez could be fauited
in any way against the test of taking “"reasonable aid
prudent actions" with respect to his seamaunship and
the navigation of his vessel. Captain Johnson's annwel
was a flat, unambiguous "no." ’
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George A. Carver, Ji.
Peputy tor National Inteiligence O-filcear:

DTV T ‘
Approved For Release zifgpéyﬁpﬁt: ICIA-RDP80M01133A000800100025-3



Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80M01133A000800100025-3

. e
MEMORANDUM FOR: (Sen Whlsen é]

St —

ldes a.@:::i"""‘"m
& e DET o Yo Mapgeery
&\om/\w—am.

é gl

(DATE)

REPLACES FORM 10-101 (&7}

0.
PO o IOl WH I CH MAY BE USED.

1 AUG 54

Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80M01133A000800100025-3



. v —
SENDER WILL CHECK CLABSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM R A
’

[ UNCLASSIFIED [ comwipentiaL | | szcmer { i
Approved For Release 2004710728 : CIA- RDP80M01133AOD08 0 55
' OFFICIAL ROUTING SL’iP
O‘y;//j f( 75 \‘ 2,7 é" Y,
TO MAME AND AQDRm DATE IMITIALS § i , ?
) - 2 ﬁ ,,)
. DDCI % :
1 ppnI
3 DDO L L
*1 C/EA e — L
¢ |
ACTION - DIREST REALY PRIPARE REPLY | ,
APPROYAL DiSPATCH HECOMMENDATION | y
I COMAINT FILE | RETURA | :
CONCURRENCE | nroryynon | SISNATYAE | ;47; /
‘lﬁzama,ﬁ&é: ' ) 7 : o T f

I thought you might be interéste@
in the attached, the original of which] |
was given to the Director alcnc w1th 1

STAT .ooa COPY t0| _ | S !
‘ e o /H . i ..
B L f
- j/,—_ . i
" George A. Carver, Jr. [
| D/DCI/NIO |
: Attachment

FOLD HERY® TO ASTURN TO 3ENDER

FROM: NAME, ADOATSS AMD PHOME NO. DATX
STAT ' 7E62 : i ~__HaMay75
|  UNCLASSIFIZD DENTIAL | SECRET !
(i)

e ) . d- 0
F";tz;tﬁ. 23? Uss pravisus oditions

0/D/DCI/NTIO: GACarver/mee
Distribution
Orig - DDCI /,,f

18 - cc's

1 - ER w/o attb/
1 - D/NIO Chrono
1 - NIO/RT

Memo for the DCI, 14 May 75, SUBJ: The Mayaguez Incideat - Som:

Germane Points of beamanshlp and Navigating Procedures
Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80M01133A000800100025-3



